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editor-in-chief was Mikhail Dostoevsky who took charge of
the administration. Feodor was the literary and political ed-
itor. It was he who wrote the initial statement of policy, a
detailed defense of Russian liberalism.
"At last we have come to understand that we too are a
nation with a clearly defined and highly original character,
and that our task is to create a new form of life, developed
from our own earth, drawing its resources from our own soul
and our own popular tradition." The editor took care to
specify that his magazine must not be confused with the pub-
lications of the OccidentaKsts nor with those of the Slavo-
philes.
"The public understands at last," he wrote, ''that the Occi-
dentalists stubbornly want us to wear a cast-off garment that
does not fit and bursts at the seams, and that the Slavophiles
dream poetically of resurrecting Russia with ideals and cus-
toms of the past." As a result of this courageous statement,
Time became the target of both Slavophiles and Occiden-
talists.
Nevertheless, readers flocked to it, and the circulation
increased at a satisfying tempo. Dostoevsky obtained contri-
butions from Turgenev, Ostrovsky, Nekrasov, Apollon
Grigoriev, the critic, and Strakhov, the young philosopher.
To attract the public, Dostoevsky did not hesitate to publish
The Crimes of Lacenaire and passages from the Memoirs of
Casanova. He himself did a considerable amount of work,
writing fantastic stories, critical articles, and planning and
revising serials.
He worked almost exclusively at night, before a samovar
in his silent house, all the while drinking cold tea that was as
thick and strong as syrup. At five o'clock he would lie down
and sleep until two in the afternoon.